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with the powers regarding disarmament. Mr. A. C. 
Bedford, speaking formally as the representative of the 
American delegation to the International Chamber of 
Commerce in London, declares his judgment to be that 
the united opinion of business men the world over is in 
favor of an agreement to limit armament. The Borah 
resolution has received the approvel of both branches of 
Congress. Thus, whatever the complications, many of 
which are known only to the ministries, the great cry of 
the people for some way cut of the dangers where guns 
face gUns is being heard. It is well. It will take brains 
and good will to calm the storm rising on the Pacific. 



BARON SH I DEHARA'S STATEMENT 

There is an element of special interest in the state- 
ment made to the American people by the Japanese 
Ambassador, Baron Shidehara, in that the statement 
was made to the people. It was not an unheard-of pro- 
ceeding— -witness President Wilson's appeal to the Ital- 
ians — but it is sufficiently rare to be worthy of comment, 
especially since it is a tacit recognition upon the part of 
a government, generally accounted militaristic, of the 
present power of public opinion and of the necessity to 
take into account the masses of the people, who pay the 
price when statesmen blunder in secret. We suspect 
that it is an evidence of the growing power of democracy 
in Nippon. 

Other than that, there seems to be no especial merit 
in the document. The people of the United States do 
not need information that Great Britain plans no attack 
upon this country in conjunction with Japan. They are 
happy to believe that, making allowances for all the dif- 
ferences and conflicts of interest between the two great 
English-speaking nations, there is still a community of 
interests and of ideals too deep and too strong to be torn 
asunder by a pact between Britain and Japan. And, if 
they did not believe that, they still know it would not be 
to Great Britain's interest to war with Japan against the 
United States; and they further know the truth of a 
statement made by an English publication, quoted else- 
where in this number, that should Great Britain side 
with Japan against the United States in war, the sure 
result would be to drive away from the mother country 
every one of the great self-governing dominions and to 
wreck the British Empire as we know it today. Hence 
the people of this country may be excused if they regard 
as somewhat Pickwickian the grave statement Qf Baron 
Shidehara, that "any plan designed to remove the possi- 
bility of an armed conflict between the United States 
and Great Britain was, of course, agreeable to Japan." 

Nor will the statement of Baron Shidehara as to 
Japan's attitude toward China make the Baron's contri- 



bution to the general discussion especially valuable to 
the people of the United States. "Japan," says Baron 
Shidehara, "sincerely wishes for China an early achieve- 
ment of peace, unity, and stable government. She de- 
sires to cultivate her relations with that country along 
the path of mutual respect and helpfulness. Her vast 
commercial interests alone, if for no other consideration, 
point unmistakably to the wisdom of such a policy." All 
that, and more, by way of assurance to the American 
people, historically friendly to China, that renewal of 
the Anglo-Japanese pact will not work hardship and 
oppression upon the huge and peaceful nation that is 
Japan's neighbor. The words are excellent and the 
American people doubtless were glad to read them ; but, 
it may be assumed very safely, with respect to Japan's 
relations with China, that the American people would 
prefer works to the most generous words. Looking for- 
ward hopefully to evolution peace-ward, from the con- 
centration of statesmen's minds the world over on the 
Pacific problem, they will receive cheerfully the message 
from the distinguished Baron as it deals with China, but 
they will shrewdly ask for something more tangible than 
the message. They cannot accept such words at face 
value while representatives of China and Korea protest 
in bitter terms to Great Britain's statesmen against 
Japan's policy in the Far East. 

So, appreciative unquestionably of the significance of 
the Ambassador's direct appeal to American opinion, 
with its friendly references to relations between the 
United States and Japan, and its assurance that the 
Anglo-Japanese pact contemplates no alignment against 
the United States; appreciative, also, of the significance 
of the Ambassador's assurance to American opinion of 
Japan's friendship for China; appreciative of all the 
direct statements and all the implications of a peaceful 
purpose in Japan, the people of the United States still 
will find the principal value of the Shidehara statement 
in the contribution it makes to the principle of public 
discussion by diplomats of international problems. It 
brings nothing concrete to the friendly relations between 
the United States and Great Britain and it brings noth- 
ing concrete to the relief of those Asiatic peoples whom 
most of America believe to have suffered under an unjust 
oppression. 



OUR FULMINATING ADMIRAL 

We hate two objections to Bear-Admiral Sims. 
We said nothing of his recent outburst in Eng- 
land, for we felt that to be the duty of our government. 
When Secretary Denby publicly reprimanded this out- 
spoken gentleman, we agreed with the Admiral, that he 
had "spilt the beans," and with our government, that he 



